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CONFIDENTIAL ISLAMABAD 3741 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PK, PINT 
SUB J : TOO LITTLE, TO LATE? 

SUMMARY: OFFERS MADE BY PRIME MINISTER IN APRIL 17 PRESS 
CONFERENCE WILL PROBABLY BE VIEWED BY OPPOSITION AS INADE- 
QUATE, UNSATISFACTORY AND UNACCEPTABLE. DURING MEETING 
WITH PRESS IN LAHORE. PM ANNOUNCED REVIVAL OF COUNCIL OF 
ISLAMIC IDEOLOGY TO ENSURE NATION'S LAWS ARE IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH ISLAMIC LAW, BANNED GAMBLING AND INSTITUTED 
PROHIBITION, ESTABLISHED SPECIAL COMMISSION TO 
RECOMMEND LEGISLATION TO END CORRUPTION. 

HE ALSO OFFERED TO END EMERGENCY IF VIOLENCE STOPPED, TO 
LIFT SECTION 144, AND SAID HE WOULD 

ALLOW THE JAILED OPPOSITION LEADERS TO BE HELD IN THE SAME 
LOCATION SO THEY COULD CONSIDER HIS PROPOSALS. 

HIS PROPOSAL TO MEET THE OPPOSITION DEMAND FOR FRESH 
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ELECTIONS MERELY REITERATED THE "BAKHTIAR FORMULA ", 

WHICH THE PNA HAD REJECTED TWO DAYS EARLIER. 

1 . DURING PRESS CONFERENCE EARLY EVENING APRIL 17, 

PRIME MINISTER MADE FURTHER CONCILIATORY GESTURES TO 
THE OPPOSITION-ESPECIALLY IN TERMS OF MAKING PAKISTAN 
A MORE "ISLAMIC STATE" BUT DID NOT OFFER TO MEET ANY OF 
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THEIR BASIC DEMANDS, INCLUDING HOLDING FRESH ELECTIONS OR 
TENDERING HIS RESIGNATION. PM OPENED CONFERENCE BY EXPRESSING 
GRIEF AT THE LOSS OF LIFE AND PROPERTY AND CALLED FOR AN 
END TO ALL AGITATION. HE THEN WENT ON TO LIST VARIOUS 
REFORMS AND ACTIONS WHICH HE OBVIOUSLY HOPES WILL BE SEEN 
AS PROVING HIS GOOD WILL AND SHOWING HIS DESIRE TO BE FORTH- 
COMING AND REASONABLE IN MEETING THE OPPOSITION S CONCERNS. 

2. THE CENTER 

PIECE OF THE CONFERENCE WAS THE STEPS HE 

PROPOSED TO BRING THE LAWS OF THE COUNTRY INTO CONFIRMITY 
WITH THE QURAN AND SUNNAH (ISLAMIC SHARIAT LAW). IN 
OBVIOUS MOVE TO MOLLIFY CONSERVATIVE RELIGIOUS OPPOSITION 
SUPPORTERS AND TO REBURNISH HIS MUSLIM BONA FIDES, THE PM 
ANNOUNCED A BAN ON ALL FORMS OF GAMBLING AND ALSO IMMED- 
IATE PROHIBITION. ALL WINE AND LIQUOR SHOPS WILL BE CLOSED 
AND ONLY FOREIGNERS AND NON-MUSLIMS CAN PURCHASE LIQUOR. 

3. AS FURTHER STEP, PM ANNOUNCED THAT THE COUNCIL OF 
ISLAMIC IDEOLOGY WOULD BE REVIVED. THE COUNCIL, 

WHICH IS MORIBUND AND WAS ESTABLISHED UNDER A CONSTITUTIONAL 
PROVISION, IS SUPPOSED TO ENSURE THAT PAKISTAN'S LAWS 
ARE IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE SHARIAT. THE PM RECOMMENDED 
THAT MAULANA MAUDOODI SERVE ON THE COUNCIL. HOWEVER, IF 
"HIS HEALTH OR HIS AGE PRECLUDED THIS", A NOMINEE OF THE 
JAMAT-I-ISLAMI- A CONSERVATIVE RELIGIOUS PARTY WHICH 
IS ONE OF THE LINCHPINS OF THE OPPOSITION MOVEMENT- 
COULD SERVE. AS OTHER MEMBERS THE PM SUGGESTED MUFTI MAHMUD 
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AND SHAH AHMED NOORANI- BOTH JAILED LEADERS OF THE PAKISTAN 
NATIONAL ALLIANCE- AND REPRESENTATIVES OF THE VARIOUS 
ISLAMIC RELIGIOUS AND DOCTRINAL SECTS. ALSO ESTABLISHED 
WILL BE A SPECIAL COMMISSION WHICH WILL, WITHIN TWO 
MONTHS, DESIGN A CODE OF MORALITY FOR THE NATION AND 
RECOMMEND APPROPRIATE LEGISLATION. 

4. BHUTTO ALSO REITERATED HIS OFFIER TO IMPLEMENT THE 
BAKHTIAR PLAN, ALREADY REJECTED BY THE OPPOSITION, UNDER 
WHICH IF THE PNA RECEIVED A MAJORITY OF PROVINCIAL ASSEM- 
BLY SEATS IN NEW PA ELECTIONS, THE PM WOULD AGREE TO HOLD 
FRESH NATIONAL ASSEMBLY ELECTIONS. ADDITIONALLY, HE SAID 
HE WAS WILLING TO LIFT SECTION 144 (UNDER WHICH LOCAL 
MAGISTRATES CAN BAN GATHERING OF MORE THAN FIVE PEOPLE) 

THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY, PROVIDED PROCESSIONISTS NOTIFIED THE 
LOCAL MAGISTRATE IN ADVANCE OF THEIR MARCH ROUTES. IF THE PROCESSIONS 
BECOME VIOLENT, SECTION 144 MAY AGAIN BE IMPOSED. 

5. DURING QUESTION AND ANSWER PERIOD, BHUTTO MADE 
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FOLLOWING COMMENTS. HE SAID HE HAD MET WITH MAULANA MAU- 
DOODI THREE TIMES SINCE THE ELECTIONS AND HE WAS 
CONSIDERING PROPOSALS MAUDOODI HAD MADE. HE ADDED HE COULD 
NOT DISCUSS THEM PUBLICLY SINCE THE MEETINGS WERE PRIVATE. 

HE SAID HE WOULD LIFT THE EMERGENCY IF VIOLENCE STOPS. 

HE ALSO, IN RESPONSE TO A SPECIFIC QUESTION, SAID HE 
WOULD ALLOW ALL THE MAJOR OPPOSITION LEADERS PRESENTLY 
INCARCERATED TO BE MOVED TO THE SAME JAIL SO THEY COULD 
MEET, AND CONSIDER HIS PROPOSALS, MORE EASILY. HE STATED 
THAT HE WAS NOT SETTING ANY TIME LIMITS AND THE OPPOSITION 
CAN TAKE ITS TIME IN CONSIDERING HIS OFFERS. 

6. WE WILL BE DOING FULL ASSESSMENT OF THE PM'S OFFERS 
AND ANY OPPOSITION 

LREACTION TOMORROW. OUR INITIAL VIEW, 

HOWEVER, IS THAT THE CONFERENCE, WITH ITS EMPHASIS ON 
ISLAMIC TOPICS, WAS A FURTHER ATTEMPT TO CONCILIATE THE 
PNA AND TO APPEAL TO THE RELIGIOUS ELEMENTS IN THE 
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OPPOSITION. WE BELIEVE THE OPPOSITION WILL FIND THE 
GESTURES INADEQUATE AND UNSATISFACTORY, NOT RESPONSIVE TO 
THEIR BASIC DEMANDS, AND THEREFORE UNACCEPTABLE. THE PRO- 
POSALS SEEM ANOTHER EXAMPLE OF BHUTTO S COMING UP WITH 
TOO LITTLE TOO LATE. 

BYROADE 
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